LAND USE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE STAFF REPORT

PUBLIC HEARING DECEMBER 2, 2009

ITEM V: ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - Wind Energy Facility

REQUEST: Green Lake County Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee is requesting an
amendment to the Code of Green Lake County, Chapter 350 of the Zoning Ordinance; more
specifically to delete all of Section 350-43.2. wind energy facility standards and to delete from
Section 350-77. appropriate wind energy facility definitions.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / ANALYSIS: The purpose of this amendment is to address a
recent Appeals Court decision in another Wisconsin county that made similar ordinance
standards invalid. In addition, the Wisconsin legislature recently provided for the Wisconsin
Public Service Commission to create minimum standards for wind energy facilities. Given
these two actions and after discussion with the Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee legal
counsel, the best course of action at this time is to delete this Section from the County Zoning
Ordinance. At such time as is appropriate, the Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee and
Department will take up the issue of developing standards for wind energy facilities to
compliment those developed by the Wisconsin Public Service Commission, if needed.

Also, in Section 350-77. are definitions related to wind energy facilities. Those definitions
stated in this report shall be deleted from the stated Section.

The proposed language to be deleted from the Zoning Ordinance is attached to this staff report.

STAFF COMMENTS: The Land Use Planning and Zoning Committee has several options in

this regard and they are as follows:
- Forward onto the County Board with recommendation to adopt as proposed.
- Hold another public hearing to take additional public comment.

- Reject as proposed.



Strikethrough is proposed deleted language

ARTICLE V
Non-building Structures

Language to be deleted.
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